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Y Ganolfan Integredig 

Boulevard de Saint-Brieuc 

Aberystwyth 

Ceredigion 

SY23 1PD 

9 Tachwedd 2020 

Annwyl Aelod o’r Senedd, 

Diolch am y cyfle i gyflwyno tystiolaeth i’r Pwyllgor 
Plant, Pobl Ifanc ac Addysg am Fil y Cwricwlwm yn 
ddiweddar. 

Fel y gwyddoch, rydym wedi mynegi pryder 
gwirioneddol am eiriad problematig ym Mil y 
Cwricwlwm sy’n awgrymu bod lleoliadau 
blynyddoedd cynnar yn gallu cyflwyno’r Saesneg i 
‘raddau’ gwahanol, cymal sy’n rhwym o gael ei 
ddehongli mewn ffyrdd allasai niweidio gofal plant 
ac addysg gynnar sy’n arddel y dull trochi trwy 
gyfrwng y Gymraeg. 

Roeddem yn falch o weld ymatebion gan 
arbenigwyr addysg ac iaith i’r ymgynghoriad ar y Bil 
yn cytuno â ni bod angen ailedrych ar y cymal hwn 
i osgoi canlyniadau anfwriadol ac unrhyw 
gamargraff a allai danseilio dyheadau Llywodraeth 
Cymru i greu miliwn o siaradwyr Cymraeg erbyn 
2050. 

Cytunwn â Chomisiynydd y Gymraeg sy’n datgan 
fod ‘cynnwys y Saesneg fel elfen fandadol yn 
tanseilio addysg cyfrwng Cymraeg’. I ni, fel 
arbenigwyr y blynyddoedd cynnar, byddai agor 
drws i gyflwyno’r Saesneg mewn lleoliadau meithrin 
sy’n trochi yn golygu defnyddio’r iaith fel cyfrwng 
addysg – symudiad a fyddai’n tanseilio y dull trochi 
sy’n strategaeth greiddiol i’r nod o greu siaradwyr 
Cymraeg.  

Datganodd y Llywodraeth fod y cwricwlwm a'r Bil 
yn seiliedig ar adroddiadau arbenigwyr (Yr Athro 
Donaldson, Yr Athro Sioned Davies, Dr Elin Jones, 
er enghraifft). Fodd bynnag ni gafwyd tystiolaeth 
gan yr arbenigwyr a gomisiynwyd gan y 

9 November 2020 

Dear Member of the Senedd, 

Thank you for the recent opportunity to submit 
evidence regarding the Curriculum and 
Assessment Bill to the Children, Young People and 
Education Committee. 
As you know, we have expressed grave concern 
about the problematic wording of the Curriculum 
Bill, which suggests that early years settings could 
introduce English to different ‘degrees’; a clause 
which is bound to be interpreted in ways which 
might prove damaging to childcare and early years 
settings promoting the Welsh-language immersion 
method.  

We were pleased to see that the responses of 
education and language experts to the Bill’s 
consultation were in agreement with our own in 
stating that this clause needs to be revisited in 
order to avoid unintentional consequences, or any 
misconceptions, which could undermine the Welsh 
Government’s aspiration to create a million Welsh 
speakers by 2050.  

We agree with the Welsh Language 
Commissioner’s statement that ‘including English 
as a mandatory element undermines Welsh-
medium education’. In our view as early years 
specialists, if English is introduced within nursery 
settings using the immersion methodology then 
English will be used as a medium of education -  a 
move which would undermine the immersion 
method strategy central to the acquisition of 
language. 

The Government stated that the curriculum and the 
Bill were based on specialists’ reports (for example, 
Prof. Donaldson, Prof. Sioned Davies, Dr Elin 
Jones). However, no evidence presented by those 
specialists commissioned by the Government, nor  

CYPE(5)-28-20 - Paper to note 1 
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Llywodraeth na chan y sawl a ymatebodd i'r 
ymgynghoriad ar y Cwricwlwm llynedd yn argymell 
gwneud y Saesneg yn elfen fandadol yn y 
cwricwlwm. 
 
Pryderwn, fel Undeb Athrawon Cenedlaethol 
Cymru, fod y Bil yn rhoi grym di-gynsail i 
benaethiaid a darparwyr addysg feithrin i wyrdroi 
iaith darpariaeth a all arwain at anghysonderau di-
ri. Ymhellach, gallai’r newid danseilio grym 
strategol Cynlluniau Strategol y Gymraeg mewn 
Addysg (CSGAu) wedi buddsoddiadau ac 
ymdrechion gan Lywodraeth Cymru i gryfhau’r 
system honno. 
 
Credwn fod consensws glir gan ymarferwyr ac 
arbenigwyr yn ystod yr ymgynghoriad ar Fil y 
Cwricwlwm y dylid datgymhwyso’r Saesneg fel 
elfen fandadol ar flaen y Bil. Ystyriwn y pwynt 
yma’n flaenoriaeth er mwyn osgoi’r dryswch 
niweidiol pe bai’r Bil yn parhau yn ei ffurf bresennol. 
Ni fyddai dileu’r Saesneg yn effeithio ar addysg 
cyfrwng Saesneg, ond yn cydnabod bod angen 
cynllunio bwriadol ar bob lefel i brif-ffrydio a 
chynyddu addysg cyfrwng Cymraeg. Nid yw’n 
dderbyniol bod rhaid i ddarpariaeth drochi hyd at 7 
oed ofyn am gamau pellach i amrywio a bod yn 
eithriad o’r norm; yn hytrach, dylai’r Bil fod yn 
gerbyd i’r weledigaeth o ‘gyflwyno’r Gymraeg yn 
gynnar i bob plentyn...system addysg sy’n rhoi 
sgiliau Cymraeg i bawb...’ (Cymraeg 2050: Miliwn o 
Siaradwyr, t.7). 
 
Mae’n gwbl glir bod angen darparu cefnogaeth 
arbennig ar gyfer addysgu cyfrwng Cymraeg drwy 
ei chynnwys fel elfen fandadol. Yn wir, 
argymhellodd Yr Athro Donaldson y dylai’r 
Gymraeg barhau fel elfen fandadol yn ei adroddiad 
sy’n sail i’r newidiadau i’r cwricwlwm. Ein nod fel 
Mudiad Meithrin yw sicrhau dilyniant addysg 
Gymraeg o’r blynyddoedd cynnar i ysgolion 
cyfrwng Cymraeg a sicrhau dinasyddion a gweithlu 
dwyieithog, felly byddai gosod y Gymraeg fel elfen 
fandadol yn gosod cynsail ar ddarparwyr addysg i 
ddatblygu sgiliau Cymraeg disgyblion ar draws y 
cwricwlwm. 
 
Er gwaethaf y newid agweddau amlwg yng 
Nghymru tuag at y Gymraeg, nid ar chwarae bach 
mae mynd ati i gynllunio, hwyluso a darparu arlwy 
cyfrwng Cymraeg yn y blynyddoedd cynnar.  
 
 

 
any evidence submitted to last year’s consultation 
on the Curriculum recommended making English a 
mandatory element of the curriculum.  
 
 
We, as Undeb Athrawon Cenedlaethol Cymru, are 
concerned that the Bill gives unprecedented power 
to headteachers and providers of nursery education 
to subvert a provision’s language, which may lead 
to innumerable inconsistencies. Furthermore, the 
change may undermine the strategic power of the 
Welsh in Education Strategic Plans (WESPs) 
following investments and effort by the Welsh 
Government to strengthen the system.  
 
During the consultation on the Curriculum Bill, 
practitioners and specialists clearly expressed that 
English should be disapplied as a mandatory 
element on the face of the Bill. We consider this a 
priority in order to avoid harmful confusion should 
the Bill continue in its present form. Removing 
English would not affect English-medium education 
but would be an acknowledgement that intentional 
planning is needed on all levels to mainstream and 
increase Welsh-medium education. It is 
unacceptable that those providing immersion up to 
the age of 7 will need to ask to be an exception or 
request to vary from the norm; rather, the Bill 
should be a vehicle for the vision of ‘early 
introduction to Welsh… an education system that 
provides Welsh skills to all...’ (Cymraeg 2050: A 
Million Speakers, p.7). 
 
Welsh-medium education needs to be intentionally 
supported and so it makes sense for Welsh to be 
mandatory in the Bill. Indeed, Professor Donaldson 
recommended in the report that formed the basis 
for the changes to the curriculum that the Welsh 
language should continue to be a mandatory 
element. Mudiad Meithrin’s aim is to promote 
progression from Welsh-medium early education to 
Welsh-medium schools, and to ensure a bilingual 
workforce and bilingual citizens; so making Welsh a 
mandatory element places a precedent on 
education providers to develop pupils’ Welsh 
language skills across the curriculum.  
 
Despite the obvious change in attitude in Wales 
towards the Welsh language, it is no small feat to 
plan, facilitate and deliver the provision of Welsh 
medium education in the early years. 
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Mae gan Lywodraeth Cymru strategaeth 
uchelgeisiol a chanmoladwy i greu miliwn o 
siaradwyr Cymraeg erbyn 2050.  
 
Erfyniwn arnoch fel aelod o’r Pwyllgor i argymell y 
newidiadau a amlinellwyd uchod rhag tanseilio’r 
gwaith rhagorol a gyflawnwyd eisoes. 
 
 
Yr eiddoch yn gywir, 

 
The Welsh Government has an ambitious and 
laudable strategy to create a million Welsh 
speakers by 2050.  
 
We urge you as a member of the committee to 
recommend the changes outlined above, and 
thereby avoiding undermining the excellent work 
already carried out.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 
 

Dr Gwenllian Lansdown Davies, Prif Weithredwr Chief Executive 

 

Dr Rhodri Llwyd Morgan, Cadeirydd Chair 

 

Mudiad Meithrin 
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Vaughan Gething MS, Minister for Health and Social Services 

Julie Morgan MS, Deputy Minister for Health and Social Services 

Eluned Morgan MS, Minister for Mental Health, Wellbeing and Welsh Language 

Dyddiad | Date: 06 November 2020 

Pwnc | Subject: Welsh Government Draft Budget 2021-22 

Dear Ministers, 

In line with our usual practice, we are writing in advance of the publication of the Welsh 

Government’s Draft Budget 2021-22 to request written information to inform our scrutiny. 

As in previous years, we will base our approach on the four principles of financial scrutiny: 

affordability, prioritisation, value for money and budget processes. We will also seek evidence 

from the Minister for Education on matters of relevance to our remit.  

We note the Welsh Government’s intention to publish the 2021-22 Draft Budget on 21 December 

2020, following the UK Government’s announcement that its one-year Spending Review will take 

place on 25 November. Our intention is to hold evidence sessions as soon as possible after the 

Christmas recess – the Clerk will be in touch to finalise details once the Business Committee has 

agreed the Senedd Timetable for 2021. We would be grateful to receive the detailed information 

outlined in the Annex to this letter at least two working weeks before the date on which that 

meeting takes place. 

Given the shared interest across committees in some of the areas listed in the Annex to this letter, 

I have copied the Chair of the Health, Social Care and Sport Committee, Dr Dai Lloyd MS. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lynne Neagle MS 

Chair  

Cc Dr Dai Lloyd MS, Chair, Health, Social Care and Sport Committee 

Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg neu Saesneg | We welcome correspondence in Welsh or 

English. 

CYPE(5)-28-20 - Paper to note 2
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ANNEX – Request for written information in advance of Draft Budget scrutiny 

 

The Committee would welcome a response to each of the points listed: 

1. Transparency of expenditure on children   

As in previous years, we emphasise the importance of presenting the Draft Budget transparently 

to enable full and thorough scrutiny. We request a transparent narrative explanation (and numeric 

depiction) of the following: 

▪ reductions/removal or increases/additions relating to specific areas of the Draft Budget 

compared to previous financial years (e.g. grants being reduced or ceasing to exist 

altogether/being increased or introduced); 

▪ what proportion any changes to the overall amount previously allocated represent; 

▪ where exactly this change is being made in the Draft Budget, and whether money will be 

returned to/taken from central reserves or allocated to/from other budget lines; and 

▪ information on the impact COVID-19 has had on allocations.  

We further request that Ministers ensure that resources relating to children and young people are 

presented clearly so that we can identify the assigned resources, assess the extent to which they 

are being prioritised, and understand how they will deliver value for money.   

2. Commentary on allocations 

▪ A breakdown of the 2021-22 Health and Social Services MEG allocations as relevant to children 

and young people by Spending Programme Area (SPA), Action and Budget Expenditure Line 

(BEL), including an analysis and explanation of significant changes since the 2019-20 First 

Supplementary Budget.  

▪ Indicative 2022-23 Health and Social Services MEG allocations as relevant to children and 

young people, if available. 

▪ Commentary on each of the Actions within the Health and Social Services MEG as relevant to 

children and young people, including an analysis and explanation of changes between the 

Draft Budget 2021-22 and the First Supplementary Budget 2020-21.   
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3. Impact of expenditure on progressing children’s rights under the Rights of the Child and 

Young Persons (Wales) Measure 

In terms of the Welsh Government Draft Budget 21-22 across all its portfolios, the Committee: 

▪ reiterates its request for a CRIA to be undertaken for the draft budget as a matter of course; 

and 

▪ requests a copy of the overall CRIA undertaken by the Welsh Government to inform the 

allocations in the draft Budget 2021-22. If a specific CRIA has not been undertaken, the reasons 

for this and a copy of any alternative integrated impact assessment. 

In respect of the Health and Social Services MEG, the Committee would be grateful to receive 

information about: 

▪ how the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 has influenced allocations to 

budget lines within the MEG; and 

▪ details and/or examples of any changes made to allocations within the Health and Social 

Services MEG following considerations of children’s rights, equalities, sustainability, the Welsh 

language, or the Wellbeing of Future Generations. 

4. Policy and legislation allocations  

The Committee requests an update on allocations within the Draft Budget 2021-22 Health and 

Social Service MEG in the following areas of interest: 

▪ Costs of legislation: Planned expenditure on implementing the Children (Abolition of Defence 

of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act in the run up to it coming into force. 

▪ Child Poverty: Allocations to reduce poverty and prevent more children living in low income 

households in the context of the current economic position arising from the  COVID-19 

pandemic.  

▪ Flying Start: Revenue and capital funding; the latest position on the outreach funding. Value 

for money and progress on assessing outcomes in relation to allocations and expenditure.  

▪ Families First Programme  

▪ Childcare: including the childcare offer and any additional allocations arising from the review 

of parental entitlement, commentary on additional allocations in the second Supplementary 

Budget October 2020;  Parents, Childcare and Employment (PaCE); workforce development; 

other childcare funding. 

▪ Family Information Services 

▪ Parenting support, including any updates on any allocations associated with the 

implementation of the Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act. 
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▪ Safeguarding services 

▪ Looked after children: including fostering services; Edge of care services / services to prevent 

children becoming looked after; Leaving care support. Value for money and progress in 

tracking outcomes in relation to expenditure.  

▪ Adoption: services including post-adoption support. 

▪ Advocacy services: including allocations to support the National Approach. 

▪ The Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service 

▪ Children and young people’s rights and entitlements: including allocations to Young Wales 

and value for money. Allocations to implement the recommendation of the Committee’s 

report on Children’s Rights.   

▪ The Office of the Children’s Commissioner for Wales 

▪ Play policy and services: including Play Wales and the Playworks holiday hunger scheme. 

▪ Disabled children’s services  

▪ Childhood obesity: Information allocations to implement ‘Healthy Weight, Healthy Wales’. 

▪ Neonatal Services: The allocations to deliver the latest revision of the All Wales Neonatal 

Standards; the Welsh Government’s priorities for neonatal services for the next 12 months; 

and how the budget allocation for 2021-22 will help to deliver performance improvement. 

▪ Perinatal Mental Health: information on: 

− the impact of COVID-19 on perinatal mental health services and allocations to address that; 

− allocations to support the further development of services across all areas of Wales, 

including in relation to quality standards, care pathways and in-patient provision 

[Specifically: the level of investment to establish a specialist in-patient perinatal mother 

and baby unit in Wales; and a breakdown of the funding by Health Board for community 

perinatal mental health support services, including commentary on the objectives for this 

funding, and what arrangements Welsh Government has in place to monitor spend and 

evaluate its impact].  

5. Children and Young People’s Mental Health and Emotional Well-being 

As a key focus of the Committee’s scrutiny during this Fifth Senedd, we would welcome: 

▪ Detailed commentary in relation to children and young people’s mental health and emotional 

well-being, including the financial implications for the Health and Social Services MEG in 2021-

22 of the Welsh Government’s response to the recommendations set out in the Committee’s 

Mind over Matter report and follow up recommendations.  
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▪ Information on allocations for children and young people’s mental health and emotional well-

being in 2021-22 and where they can be found in the Health and Social Services MEG i.e. 

Details of the relevant Spending Programme Areas, Actions and Budget Expenditure Lines 

(BEL). 

We would further welcome details of: 

▪ Funding for delivery of priorities for children and young people’s mental health and wellbeing 

as set out in the revised Together for Mental Health Delivery Plan.  

▪ Details of funding to mitigate the impacts of COVID-19 on children and young people’s mental 

health and wellbeing, including how this will address the disproportionate impact on certain 

groups (including, for example, those with pre-existing mental ill health, looked after and 

vulnerable children, and low income groups). 

▪ How this Draft Budget will support a ‘whole-system’, cross-Government and cross-sector 

approach to children and young people’s mental health and wellbeing, including a focus on 

prevention/early intervention and building resilience. 

▪ Funding to support the development and sustainability of the children and young people’s 

healthcare workforce, including specific reference to the children and young people’s mental 

health workforce.  

▪ Information on the £7 million mental health service improvement fund, to include (in relation 

to children and young people) details of how this funding is being utilised by health boards in 

2020-21, and the objectives/priorities for this funding for 2021-22. 
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Kirsty Williams MS, Minister for Education 

Dyddiad | Date: 06 November 2020 

Pwnc | Subject: Welsh Government Draft Budget 2021-22 

 

Dear Kirsty, 

In line with our usual practice, we are writing in advance of the publication of the Welsh 

Government’s Draft Budget 2021-22 to request written information to inform our scrutiny.  

As in previous years, we will base our approach on the four principles of financial scrutiny: 

affordability, prioritisation, value for money and budget processes. We will also seek evidence 

from the Minister for Health and Social Services, the Deputy Minister for Health and Social 

Services and the Minister for Mental Health, Well-being and the Welsh Language on matters of 

relevance to our remit.  

We note the Welsh Government’s intention to publish the 2021-22 Draft Budget on 21 December 

2020, following the UK Government’s announcement that its one-year Spending Review will take 

place on 25 November. Our intention is to hold evidence sessions as soon as possible after the 

Christmas recess – the Clerk will be in touch to finalise details once the Business Committee has 

agreed the Senedd Timetable for 2021. We would be grateful to receive the detailed information 

outlined in the Annex to this letter at least two working weeks before the date on which that 

meeting takes place. 

Given the shared interest across committees in some of the areas listed in the Annex to this letter, 

I have copied the Chairs of the Economy, Infrastructure and Skills Committee and Culture, Welsh 

Language and Communications Committee.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Lynne Neagle MS 

Chair  

Cc Russell George MS, Chair, Economy, Infrastructure and Skills Committee  

Helen Mary Jones MS, Chair, Culture, Welsh Language and Communications Committee   

 

Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg neu Saesneg | We welcome correspondence in Welsh or 

English. 
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ANNEX – Request for written information in advance of Draft Budget scrutiny 

 

The Committee would welcome a response to each of the points listed: 

1. Cross-cutting areas 

1.1 Transparency of budget presentation 

As in previous years, we emphasise the importance of presenting the Draft Budget transparently 

to enable full and thorough scrutiny. As such, we again request a transparent narrative 

explanation (and numeric depiction) of the following: 

▪ reductions/removal or increases/additions relating to specific areas of the Draft Budget 

compared to previous financial years (e.g. grants being reduced or ceasing to exist 

altogether/being increased or introduced); 

▪ what proportion any changes to the overall amount previously allocated represent; and 

▪ where exactly this change is being made in the Draft Budget, and whether money will be 

returned to/taken from central reserves or allocated to/from other budget lines. 

1.2 Commentary on Actions and detail of Budget Expenditure Line (BEL) allocations 

▪ We request commentary on each of the Actions within the Education Main Expenditure Group 

(MEG), including an analysis and explanation of significant changes since the 2020-21 Second 

Supplementary Budget (October 2020). 

▪ We also request a breakdown of the 2021-22 and indicative 2022-23 (if available) Education 

MEG by Spending Programme Area, Action, and Budget Expenditure Line (BEL), with 2020-21 

Second Supplementary Budget allocations, forecast 2020-21 outturns, and 2019-20 final 

outturns all included. 

▪ If the Welsh Government is using a revised baseline budget for comparative purposes, we 

request that the actual 2020-21 Second Supplementary Budget allocations are presented 

alongside these as well as an explanation of the reasons for the re-calculation of the baseline. 

1.3 Education priorities and other strategic priorities   

▪ Information on how the Education MEG aligns with, and is prioritised according to the Welsh 

Government’s relevant priorities and key objectives, including:  

− an updated assessment from the Minister on the extent to which she believes the 

Education MEG contains the resources necessary to deliver Welsh Government priorities 

and key objectives, and information on any ongoing negotiations with the Minister for 

Finance and Trefnydd regarding the necessary level of resources; 
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− details of whether any further prioritisation or differentiation has been made in terms of 

allocation of resources between priorities and key objectives, and whether the Minister 

intends to target resources at addressing any consistent themes that have emerged 

across the Education MEG as a whole; 

− details of the assessment made of the value for money and affordability of delivering 

each of the key priorities and objectives and how their cost-effectiveness will be 

monitored; and 

− details of any opportunity cost exercises undertaken in respect of the key priorities and 

objectives set out by Welsh Government. 

1.4 Children’s rights and other cross-cutting considerations 

As recommended in our previous reports regarding budget scrutiny, our joint Committee inquiry 

on Strategic Integrated Impact Assessments, and our August 2020 report on children’s rights, we 

believe a Child Rights Impact Assessment (CRIA) should be undertaken for the Draft Budget as a 

whole. In terms of the Education MEG specifically, we request:  

▪ information on how children’s rights, equalities (including gender equality), sustainability and 

the Welsh language have been considered in budget allocations;  

▪ a copy of the CRIA undertaken by the Department for Education to inform the allocations in 

the draft Education MEG for 2021-22. If a specific CRIA has not been undertaken, the reasons 

for this and a copy of any alternative integrated impact assessment as well as assurances that 

this assessment demonstrates that the duty of “due regard” to the United Nations Convention 

on the Rights of the Child has been exercised; 

▪ information on the account taken of the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 in 

making allocations to budget lines within the Education MEG; and 

▪ details and/or examples of any changes made to initial allocations within the Education MEG 

following considerations of children’s rights, equalities, sustainability, the Welsh language, or 

the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 as a result of impact assessments, or 

where these assessments have had a direct influence on the setting of budgets. 

1.5 Costs of legislation 

▪ Details of any allocations within the 2021-22 budget intended for the implementation of 

curriculum reform, including any costs associated with the Curriculum and Assessment Bill. 

▪ Details of any allocations within the 2021-22 budget intended for the implementation of the 

PCET reforms, including any costs associated with the Tertiary and Education Research Bill.  

▪ An update on any ongoing costs to the Education MEG of implementing legislation passed in 

the Fourth Assembly and the Fifth Senedd so far, and any financial implications for the 2021-22 

budget. 
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▪ Budget provision for implementing the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal 

(Wales) Act 2018 and the wider ALN Transformation Programme. 

▪ Information on the financial impact of any relevant UK Parliament legislation. 

▪ Financial implications in 2021-22 of any relevant subordinate legislation. 

1.6 Impact of COVID-19 

▪ Information on the impact of COVID-19 on the Education MEG in both 2020-21 and 2021-22, 

including movements in and out of budget lines, the gross contribution to - and receipt from - 

the Welsh Government’s COVID-19 budgetary response, as well as the net effect of this. 

▪ Details of allocations to the COVID-19 ‘catch-up’ programme in 2020-21 and 2021-22 and the 

uses of this funding. 

▪ Details of the allocations in 2020-21 and 2021-22 to further education institutions to support 

provision for learners whose course completion has been delayed, and the number of unique 

learners impacted.  

▪ Information on any funding for any education-oriented activity related to COVID-19 outside 

the Education MEG. 

▪ Details of any additional funding, or redirection of resources for, remote teaching and learning 

for school pupils. 

1.7 Impact of Brexit  

▪ Information on any implications for the Education MEG following the end of the EU transition 

period on 31 December 2020.  

▪ Information on the amount of EU funding the 2020-21 Education MEG has drawn on and the 

amount it is forecast to rely on in 2021-22 and the purposes to which it is put. 

1.8 Budget monitoring 

▪ Information on the processes in place for monitoring budgets throughout the year, identifying 

potential deficits and surpluses, and taking remedial action or allocating additional funds to 

cover any shortfalls, particularly in the current exceptional circumstances of COVID-19. 

▪ Details of any changes to the Education MEG that are already anticipated in the Third 

Supplementary Budget 2020-21. 
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2. Specific areas 

2.1 Funding for school budgets  

▪ An explanation of how the Welsh Government has prioritised funding for schools in the 2021-

22 Draft Budget and taken account of the Sibieta review of school spending, which concluded: 

“There is now a strong evidence base showing significant benefits from higher school 

spending. Across a range of contexts and countries, a 10% increase in spending has been 

found to improve educational and later life earnings by about 7-10%.” 

▪ An explanation of how the Welsh Government has taken account in the 2021-22 Draft Budget 

of two of Luke Sibieta’s other recommendations: 

− The Welsh Government should prioritise extra funding for more deprived schools. 

− The Welsh Government should prioritise extra funding for schools with sixth forms. 

▪ An updated assessment from the Minister on the sufficiency of provision for school budgets in 

2021-22, considering the disruption from COVID-19 and the substantial curriculum and ALN 

reforms schools will be required to prepare for and implement. 

2.2 Funding for school improvement  

▪ A detailed breakdown of how the annual element of the Fifth Senedd commitment to £100 

million additional investment in raising school standards is to be allocated in 2021-22. 

▪ A breakdown of how funding under the Fifth Senedd commitment to £100 million additional 

investment in raising school standards has been allocated and used over the duration of this 

Senedd. 

▪ An update to Table D provided in the annex to the Minister’s paper to the Committee on the 

2020-21 Draft Budget, listing allocations to BELs supporting the raising of school standards 

within the Education MEG during this Senedd. 

▪ Details of the Regional Consortia School Improvement Grant (RCSIG) allocations in 2020-21 

and previous years, as well as any available indicative allocations for 2021-22, broken down by 

consortium and ‘objective’ (or other heading, whichever is applicable). 

▪ Information on the Education Improvement Grant element of the RCSIG and an update on how 

the Welsh Government is ensuring this is strategically used and its impact evaluated. 

2.3 Reducing the impact of deprivation on educational outcomes  

▪ Information on how resources within the Education MEG are being used to meet the Welsh 

Government’s long-term commitment to tackle the impact of deprivation on educational 

outcomes. 
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▪ Details of budget provision for the Pupil Development Grant (PDG) and an updated assessment 

of its affordability and value for money. 

▪ Information about the PDG Access fund and how many learner’s families have benefitted since 

it was introduced to replace the School Uniform Grant.  

▪ Any other funding within the Education MEG for initiatives to tackle the deprivation / 

attainment negative correlation, for example holiday hunger and school holiday enrichment 

projects. 

2.4 Education workforce 

▪ Details of budget allocations to finance:  

− the Welsh Government’s reforms of Initial Teacher Education (ITE); and 

−  the development and implementation of a national professional learning offer for the 

education workforce. 

▪ Information on any funding provided by the Welsh Government to the Education Workforce 

Council. 

▪ Details of funding for local authorities towards meeting the costs of the teachers’ pay award 

for academic year of 2020/21, including a breakdown between the 2020-21 and 2021-22 

financial years and the respective mechanisms used (whether direct grant or incorporated into 

the local government settlement). 

▪ Confirmation of what proportion of the costs of the 2020/21 teachers’ pay award the Welsh 

Government is direct funding. (The Minister’s statement of 14 October 2020 referred to £5.5 

million for the 2020-21 financial year element, whilst the EM to the School Teachers’ Pay and 

Conditions (Wales) Order 2020 stated an annual cost of £41 million.) 

2.5 Curriculum reform 

▪ Information on funding to support preparations for, and implementation of, the Curriculum for 

Wales – whether directly related to the Curriculum and Assessment Bill or broader activity.  

▪ If not included in the above, details of professional learning for the education workforce to 

prepare for the new curriculum. 

2.6 Emotional and mental health of children and young people 

▪ Information on the financial implications for the Education MEG in 2020-21 of the work to 

embed a whole-school approach to emotional and mental health, including any funding to 

support the statutory guidance.  
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▪ Details of how any funding from the Health and Social Services MEG is being used to 

complement work in schools on this area. 

▪ Details of funding for any additional or tailored initiatives to support children and young 

people’s mental health during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

2.7 Support for Minority Ethnic and Gypsy, Roma and Traveller learners 

▪ Details of funding for supporting the education of minority Ethnic and Gypsy, Roma and 

Traveller learners in 2021-22 and how this is being distributed. 

▪ Confirmation of whether ring-fenced funding will continue for this provision or whether the 

Welsh Government will be revisiting its previous proposal to mainstream this into local 

authorities’ core activities.  

2.8 Additional Learning Needs  

▪ An updated assessment of the pressures facing local authorities, schools, and colleges in 

delivering current SEN/ALN provision, the impact of the additional £9.4 million in 2020-21 and 

whether further additional funding will be provided in 2021-22. 

▪ Information on funding provision for the ALN Transformation Programme and the 

implementation of the 2018 Act. 

▪ A confirmation of whether the Welsh Government still believes delivery of the new ALN 

system will be cost-neutral, based on an expectation that savings from fewer disputes and less 

conflict will offset the costs of enhanced provision. 

▪ The latest position on funding for the training of educational psychologists in Wales and the 

grant funding arrangement with Cardiff University. 

2.9 Infant class sizes 

▪ Information on budget provision for reducing infant class sizes in 2021-22, including a 

breakdown of local authority allocations throughout this Senedd term. 

▪ An update on the numbers of schools, classes and pupils that have benefitted to date. 

2.10 Small and Rural schools grant 

▪ Information on budget provision for the Small and Rural schools grant in 2021-22, including a 

breakdown of local authority allocations throughout this Senedd term. 

▪ An update on the number of schools that have benefitted to date and a brief description of the 

main uses of the grant. 
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2.11 Estyn 

▪ Details of Estyn’s budget allocation for 2021-22 from the Housing and Local Government MEG, 

including what recent discussions have been held with the inspectorate on its required levels 

of funding and how this compares with previous years. 

2.12 Qualifications  

▪ Details of the budget allocation to Qualifications Wales in 2021-22, including what recent 

discussions have been held with the regulator on its required levels of funding and how this 

compares with previous years. 

▪ An update on any additional funding Qualifications Wales is receiving to support its work on 

qualifications reform in the context of the new Curriculum for Wales and its programme of 

sector reviews of vocational qualifications. 

▪ Information on any financial implications for Qualifications Wales, or any Welsh Government 

budgets, from the disruption from COVID-19 and exceptional arrangements for the awarding 

of qualifications in 2020 and potentially in 2021. 

2.13 Welsh-medium education 

▪ Details of budget provision to support the Welsh Government’s Welsh-medium education 

strategy and local authorities’ Welsh in Education Strategic Plans (WESPs). 

▪ A outline of how the Welsh in Education budget Action supports the Welsh Government’s 

Welsh Language Strategy and its target of one million Welsh speakers by 2050. A summary of 

how activity funded under this Action relates to activity funded under the International 

Relations and the Welsh Language MEG (correct MEG title at time of writing) 

▪ Information on any funding allocated to support the realisation of the single continuum for the 

teaching and learning of Welsh, for example increasing the capacity of the Welsh-speaking 

education workforce. 

2.14 Early Years / Foundation Phase  

▪ An update on the work being undertaken to review the relationship between funding rates for 

childcare for three and four year olds (under the Childcare offer) and early years education 

(the Foundation Phase) for three and four year olds. 

▪ An updated assessment of the financial position of the funded non-maintained nursery sector 

as it relates to the Education MEG and the Minister for Education’s portfolio, including in the 

context of delivering the new curriculum. 
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2.15 Youth work  

▪ Details of the budget provision to support youth service provision including any changes made 

to reflect the work and recommendations of the Welsh Government’s Interim Youth Work 

Board. 

2.16 Offender learning 

▪ Details of provision in 2021-22 and how this compares to previous years.  

2.17 Further education, sixth forms and adult community learning 

▪ Details of the complete 2020/21 allocations to further education colleges, to include the 

amounts of all components of the allocation (i.e. full-time, part-time, part-time allowance, 

deprivation, sparsity and welsh medium allowances, maintenance allowance and the Adult 

Learning Wales adjustment). 

▪ Details of changes to the further education funding model (if any) from the model provided to 

the Committee in your paper dated 08 Jan 2020 and the reason for any changes. 

▪ Details of any hypothecated funding to further education institutions or Sixth Forms beyond 

their usual core grants. 

▪ Details of any funding provided in the 2021-22 budget for achieving pay parity and/or to meet 

any pay award to further education institutions and Sixth Forms, including an explanation as to 

the sufficiency of the funding to meet in full any agreed pay award / pay equivalency over the 

period of this budget.   

▪ Details of the complete 2021-22 Sixth Form allocation broken down by each local authority, 

and the full list of programme values for 2020-21 and 2021-22 used in the calculation of the 

Sixth Form grant allocations.  

▪ A copy of the most recent Further Education Financial Forecast Planning Assumptions guidance 

issued to FEIs. 

▪ A step-by-step explanation of the funding model for Adult Community Learning announced in 

July 2019, and the allocation for Adult Community Learning broken down by the relevant 

bodies that directly receive the funding.   

2.18 Higher education, and post-16 student financial support 

▪ Details of the HEFCW allocation, including details of any hypothecated funding, or funding 

which is intended for specific activities including mental health and student well-being. 

▪ Regarding the Diamond reforms: set out the expected level of student financial support saving 

for 2021-22 compared to 2020-21 and the proportion of this sum that will be reinvested back 

into the higher education sector as part of the “Diamond Dividend”.    
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▪ Details of any 2021-22 allocation intended for the delivery of degree apprenticeships and if it is 

intended to be used to recruit new apprentices or to just teach out existing apprentices.   

▪ Details of any capital funding to be made available to HEFCW, including any restrictions to be 

placed on it by Welsh Government. 

▪ Grants: A table showing the 2019-20 outturn, and forecast expenditure over the following four 

years (broken down by students studying in Wales and elsewhere in the UK) for: 

− Full-time undergraduate (FTUG) Tuition Fee Grant; 

− FTUG Maintenance Grant; 

− Part-time undergraduate (PTUG) Tuition Fee Grant; 

− PTUG Maintenance Grant; 

− Masters Finance grant element; 

− Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA); 

− Welsh Government Learning Grant (Further Education) (WGLG(FE)); and 

− Targeted grants and allowances. 

▪ Loans provision: A table showing the 2019-20 outturn, and forecast loan outlay over the 

following for years (broken down by students studying in Wales and elsewhere in the UK) for: 

− FTUG tuition fee and maintenance loan outlay and Resource Accounting and Budgeting 

(RAB) charge; 

− PTUG tuition fee and maintenance loan outlay and RAB charge; 

− Masters Finance loan element outlay and RAB charge; and 

− Doctoral loan outlay and RAB charge. 

2.19 Other post-16 education provision 

▪ Details of Personal Learning Account funding 

▪ Details of the Welsh in Education budget including any allocation for the Coleg Cymraeg 

Cenedlaethol. 
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2.20 Research and innovation, and science 

NB This area falls within the remit of the EIS Committee. To avoid duplication of effort for the 

Welsh Government, we have agreed to include the request for relevant information in this letter. 

We will share this information with the EIS Committee once received. 

▪ Details of the funding for research and innovation across the whole of Welsh Government. 

Welsh Government told the Committee during 2020-21 budget scrutiny that “it's not wholly 

clear at the moment how much Government funding is going into research and innovation” 

and that once known, this information would be passed to the Committee.  

▪ Details regarding the support for: 

− Chief Scientific Advisor and their office; 

− research and innovation activity for business and industry; and 

−  the Life sciences. 

2.21 Capital funding for school and college infrastructure  

▪ Information on budget provision for 21st Century Schools and progress of the programme to 

date, including expenditure and numbers of projects completed/approved to date, broken 

down by: 

− a summary of expenditure and number of projects undertaken / completed within Band 

A; and 

− the latest position regarding Band B of the programme. 

▪ Any implications from COVID-19 for the 21st Century Schools programme, including any impact 

on the progress of projects. 

2.22 Capital funding for childcare 

▪ An update on capital funding from the Education MEG for the Childcare Offer and any 

information as to how this has been / will be impacted as a result of the review of entitlement 

to the offer, as announced in paragraph 368 of the Record of Proceedings 24 September 2019.  

2.23 Capital funding for the Community Focused Schools initiative  

▪ Information on budget provision for the Community Hubs and Community Learning Centres 

grant and an update on progress in increasing the community focused nature of education 

estates. 
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29 October 2020 

Dear Ken, 

Request for information to inform scrutiny of Draft Budget 2021 – 22 

The Economy, Infrastructure and Skills Committee has started its preparations for scrutiny 
of the Welsh Government’s draft Budget for 2021-22.  

We intend to invite you to attend a scrutiny session on the draft budget early in the new 
year. Committees are co-ordinating timetables to avoid clashes and maximise efficiency of 
committee and ministerial time and the clerking team will send a formal invitation with the 
date of the session when that work is complete. 

We are aware your priorities will rightfully sit with the fallout from the pandemic and we do 
not want to distract from this, however budget scrutiny is an important role of the 
Committee and must continue. In order to assist the Committee in our preparations, as 
well as information on the individual Budget Expenditure Lines for your portfolio which are 
relevant to our Committee, I would be grateful if you would provide information on the 
budgetary matters highlighted in the annex to this letter.  Of course, you should not feel 
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limited by our request and are welcome to address any other issues you believe will assist 
the Committee in its work. 
 
I would be grateful if you could provide this information to the Committee in a bilingual 
paper at least two weeks in advance of the agreed date for scrutiny.   
 
To ensure the best use of committee Members and Ministerial time Members of the 
Children, Young People and Education Committee will cover the areas of the EIS remit 
around research and development which fall within Kirsty Williams’ portfolio in their budget 
session with her. However, EIS will still report on these areas using the evidence from that 
session. To this end I have copied in Lynne Neagle MS, Chair of CYPE. 
 

With many thanks for assisting us in our scrutiny work. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Russell George MS 

Chair: Economy, Infrastructure and Skills Committee  
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Annex 

Request for information from the Minister for Economy and Transport to inform the 
Economy, Infrastructure and Skills Committee scrutiny of the draft budget 2020-21. 

Presentation of the budget 

Following our session we will be presenting our findings according to the agreed co-
ordinated approach to budget scrutiny. That is, an approach centred on the four principles 
of financial scrutiny: affordability, prioritisation, value for money and process. These 
principles are used as the basis for all Committee briefings, evidence sessions and reports. 
The principles are:  

• Affordability - to look at the big picture of total revenue and expenditure, and 
whether these are appropriately balanced;  

• Prioritisation - whether the division of allocations between different 
sectors/programmes is justifiable and coherent; 

• Value for money - Essentially, are public bodies spending their allocations well – 
economy, efficiency and effectiveness (i.e.) outcomes; and 

• Budget processes - are they effective and accessible and whether there is integration 
between corporate and service planning and performance and financial 
management. 

Please provide the following for the Economy and Transport draft budget as a whole: 

• A breakdown of the 2021-22 draft budget, and any future indicative budgets, by 

Spending Programme Area, Action and Budget Expenditure Line (BEL), both revenue 

and capital, along with 2020-21 Budget allocations as a comparison; 

• Details of the evidence base for budget decisions 

• A narrative description of the main policies and programmes funded by each Budget 

Expenditure Line; 

• Details of the processes in place for monitoring budgets throughout the year, 

identifying potential deficits and surpluses, and taking remedial action to get the 

budget back on track or allocating additional funds to cover any shortfalls; 

• Details of any policy or programme evaluation reports/reviews which have informed 

changes to the draft budget to help to ensure value for money; 

• The implication of the pandemic, both immediate response and longer term 

recovery, for the draft budget; 
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• The implications of the end of the EU transition period on the draft budget, and how 

the Minister is planning to manage any negative impact on budgets within the 

portfolio and/or is seeking to take advantage of any opportunities that may arise; 

• Detail on budgetary considerations given to the Welsh Government’s ambition to 

have 30% of the workforce working remotely, including across both the economy 

and transport budget lines; 

• How the draft budget for the Minister’s portfolio supports decarbonisation, and 

specifically delivery of the policies and proposals relevant to his portfolio set out in 

Prosperity for All: A Low Carbon Wales; 

• How the draft budget provides for the implementation of legislation passed in the 

Senedd, as well as any relevant UK legislation; 

• What account has been taken of the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 

2015 in deciding draft budget allocations; 

• Details of how the draft budget has been influenced by any equality, sustainability 

and Welsh language impact assessments; 

• how the draft budget reflects the Welsh Government’s long-term commitment to 

reduce the impact of deprivation and poverty; and 

• How the Minister has planned for demographic changes in preparing his draft 

budget, particularly the need to plan for an ageing population. 

 

Preventative Spending: 

We will be considering preventative spending as part of our scrutiny of the Draft 
Budget. The definition of preventative spending we are adopting for this purpose is:  

…spending which focuses on preventing problems and eases future demand on 
services by intervening early, thereby delivering better outcomes and value for 
money. 

With this definition in mind, we request information on: 

• The proportion of the Economy and Transport budget allocated to preventative 

spending measures; 
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• Details of specific policies or programmes in your portfolio, relevant to the remit of 

this Committee, that are intended to be preventative and how in practice public 

services are being transformed to ensure they are sustainable in future; and 

• How the value for money of such programmes is evaluated, with a particular focus 

on what the specific inputs and intended outcomes are. 

 

Individual budget expenditure lines 

As was the case for the last budget scrutiny session, as well as the individual Budget 
Expenditure Lines for your portfolio which are relevant to the Committee, we would like to 
receive information on the following policies and issues outlined below. 

As well as the general information on the budget line, as appropriate, we would like to see: 

 

• Details of the costs and/or any work undertaken to assess the cost of delivering 

these policies in 2021-22; 

• Information relating to how the delivery of the policy and its associated outcomes 

will be monitored and evaluated to demonstrate value for money. 

We are also keen to see how equality, sustainability and consideration for the Welsh 

language have influenced budget allocations especially any impact assessments 

undertaken in light of the pandemic and its effects on people with protected characteristics. 

 

Transport 

How the draft budget supports the Welsh Government’s transport priorities, particularly 
delivery of the National Transport Finance Plan, including how you have prioritised funding, 
the affordability of your priorities and any areas of concern; 

How the draft budget provides for:  

• The impact of, and recovery from, the Coronavirus pandemic, including support for 

transport providers; 

• Specific allocations made in relation to Brexit to mitigate impact on transport 

services / sectors; 

• Delivery of the rail franchise; 
• Delivery of the North East Wales, South West Wales and South East Wales Metros; 
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• Delivery of the Welsh Government’s rail infrastructure priorities;  
• The development of Transport for Wales – including a breakdown of TFW’s budget 

allocation, itemising its corporate budget alongside allocations for delivery of 
specific programmes; 

• The recommendations of the South East Wales Transport Commission; 
• Investment in the trunk road and motorway network; 
• Delivery of active travel policy – including a table detailing total and per capita 

allocations for active travel for 2021-22, compared with each of the preceding three 
years. Revenue and capital allocations should be clear; 

• Support for bus and community transport services, including details of the new 
approach to funding bus services; 

• The all Wales Concessionary Fares Scheme and youth concessionary fares;  
• Support for local transport priorities; and 
• An update on the preparation of the next Wales Transport Strategy and National 

Transport Finance Plan. 
 

Economy 

 

The Economic Action Plan, including: 

• Ongoing support to help businesses through, and to recover from, the pandemic; 

• The regional approach to economic development, including specific allocations to 

support the implementation of the regional business plans and the 

recommendations of the Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development 

multi-level governance review; 

• The Economy Futures Fund – the amount of money allocated to the fund, as well as 

full details of the specific funds that have been consolidated into the Economy 

Futures Fund and those that are intended to be ‘transitioned’ into the Fund in the 

longer term, (including the amounts of money involved); 

• Details of all business support expenditure (finance, grants and loans) that sits 

outside the Economy Futures Fund; 

• The financial allocations to deliver the ‘enabling plan’ for the foundational economy; 

• The Foundational Economy Challenge Fund – including details of allocations made 

from the Fund and the approach to monitoring the success of the supported 

projects; 

• The Development Bank for Wales; 
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• The Community Bank/support for Banc Cambria 

• Enterprise Zones and Business Improvement Districts;  

• Export support and Inward Investment support;  

• Support for key manufacturing sectors such as aerospace, automotive and steel; 

• Welcome to Wales: Priorities for the visitor economy 2020-2025;  

• City and Growth Deals;  

• The Valleys Taskforce and Tech Valleys initiatives; and 

• Support for automation and AI, including the recommendations of the review of 

digital innovation published in September 2019. 

 

Skills: 

• A general overview of the ongoing support for the skills sector though the pandemic 

and any support it will be allocated for recovery. 

 

Work-based Learning: 

• Details of the procurement of apprenticeship delivery from 1 August 2021 including 

details of the intended delivery structure (ie number of providers, range of provision 

and geographical laydown (there does not appear to be discrete lots in this 

procurement)); 

• A copy of the procurement documents for the 2021 apprenticeship programme 

procurement; 

• Set out the relevant lessons learned from the Job Support Wales procurement as they 

relate to the apprenticeship procurement and how they have been taken forward in 

this 2021 exercise;  

• Details of any transfers out of the 2021-22 Work-Based Learning Action to fund 

Degree Apprenticeships; 

• The actual 2019-20 and forecast 2020-21 outturn for the apprenticeship 

programme and traineeship programme, including use of European funding;  

• Details of any funding intended to review and refresh apprenticeship frameworks as 

per Welsh Government’s consultation: Structure for Welsh apprenticeship 
frameworks; 
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• Details of all demand-management restrictions and actions to manage 

apprenticeship demand that are in-place, or will be introduced for the 

apprenticeship programme; and 

• Details of any changes made or to be made to the demand-management restrictions 

because of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

Employability Support 

• A list of all employability programmes / schemes funded by the Employability and 

Skills BEL, the intended client base of each programme / scheme and a list of each 

contracted / main provider for each programme / scheme including their contract 

value; 

• A commentary on the use of EU funding in the Employment and Skills Action 

including amounts and the purposes to which it is put; and 

The actual 2019-20, and forecast 2020-21 outturns for the Employment and Skills 

Action. 

 

Regional Skills Partnerships / Employer Engagement: 

• Details of the funding to be provided to each Regional Skills Partnership; 

• Details of any other funding intended to support the operation of Regional Skills 

Partnerships but which is not allocated directly to them. 
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At|To: All NHS Wales health board Chief Executives 

Dyddiad | Date: 10 November 2020 

Pwnc | Subject: COVID-19 and children and young people’s mental health 

Dear Chief Executives, 

The Senedd’s Children, Young People and Education Committee is undertaking ongoing scrutiny 

of the steps being taken to manage the impact of COVID-19 on children and young people. 

The mental health and well-being of our children and young people is a key priority for us. Since 

the beginning of the public health emergency, we have heard a wide range of concerns that 

suggest the unintended consequences from the restrictions due to the COVID-19 epidemic could 

be having more of an impact on children and young people than the infection itself. We stated in 

our interim report on the impact of the virus on children and young people, published in July 

2020, that we believe that steps to support our children’s mental health and well-being are more 

important now than ever. 

We are aware of some of the actions being taken across Wales’ health service to help address the 

mental health needs of children and young people that have arisen as a result of the pandemic, 

such as moving provision to online and over the phone.  

However, I write to seek assurances about the steps being taken by your health board to support 

young people and their families with access to services at this difficult time. I would be grateful if 

you could confirm that there is appropriate information clearly and readily available online on 

your webpages for children, young people, their parents and carers about the pathways for help 

and support with their mental health, and information for families on how to self-refer if its 

needed. It would be helpful if you could provide relevant hyperlinks as evidence of this. 

Given the important nature of this information, and our ongoing work in this area, I would 

appreciate an individual response from each health board by noon on Wednesday 18 November 

2020.  

Yours sincerely, 
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Lynne Neagle MS 

Chair  

Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg neu Saesneg | We welcome correspondence in Welsh or 

English. 
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Dear Chair 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide supplementary evidence to the committee in relation to 

the issue of visibility and accessibility of child and adolescent mental health services on local Health 

Board websites. 

Firstly, here is a summary of action which has been taken by my office: 

 Following frustrations experienced by my team in providing information for families on local

CAMHS provision, my office reviewed local health boards’ websites in April 2020.

 I then wrote to all LHBs in April 2020 (sample letter attached), summarising issues affecting

many of the webpages when trying to find information about CAMHS services.

 I received responses from Cardiff & Vale University Health Board, Aneurin Bevan University

Health Board, and Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board. We were pleased that all three

promised some action on improving the visibility / awareness around CAMHS services.

Promised improvements included updating information on web pages, and using social

media channels to raise awareness of relevant web pages. Our assessment is that welcome

improvements have been made and web pages have been updated with further

information. However, we feel that accessibility of web pages and clarity of information on

those web pages continues to be an issue for several Boards.

 My office reviewed the websites again in October 2020. We noted that most websites have

improved following our letter in April, but most are missing one or more of the key elements

listed below.

 I raised this issue with Chairs, Chief Executives and Vice Chairs in a meeting on 23rd October.

Here are some examples of where I think improvements could be made: 

 There is a lack of child-friendly information for mental health support;

 There are general navigation issues – CAMHS web pages often take several attempts to

locate and search function does not always lead to the page you need. Some CAMHS links on

LHB websites take you to a Twitter feed only;

 Websites often do not have a tab on their home page which links to mental health services

webpages, or to children’s services;

 There is often little or no information for families if a child or young person were to

experience a crisis, particularly out of hours;

 Where there are web pages relating to mental health services on the main Board websites

these are often only for adult services, and do not include information about CAMHS.

Some examples of positive practice which I think should be replicated across all health board 

websites include: 

 Detailed explanation of the process to expect when making contact with the health board,

for both parents/carers and young people. An example of this can be found here;

 Telephone contact numbers on web pages for families as well as for those making referrals.

An example of a direct line set up as a result of the pandemic that young people and

parents/carers can use is here;
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 Straightforward explanations of what is meant by mental and emotional health issues. An 

example can be found here; 

 Advertisement of the CALL helpline; 

 Web pages listing who can refer to CAMHS; 

 Virtual tours of mental health settings; 

 Lists of potentially useful organisations to contact. An example can be found here. 

 

My office will continue to monitor the Boards’ websites in relation to CAMHS. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

  
  

Sally Holland  

Children’s Commissioner for Wales  
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Comisiynydd 

Plant Cymru  

Children’s  

Commissioner for 

Wales  

Via email only  

 29th April 2020  Dear Chair and Chief Executive,  

 

Re: Information for Children and Young People from Health Boards   

  

I wish to begin by thanking you and every member of staff within your health 

board for your fantastic efforts during this time of national crisis.   

  

My team and I remain in work and I’d invite you to contact the office if there’s 

anything we can help with at this time   

  

I wanted to raise the issue of public-facing communication channels operated by 

individual health boards.  

  

While I know there has been tremendous effort in ensuring clear messaging 

during this time, I wished to flag two issues which have been drawn to our 

attention:  

  

1. Clarity and visibility over hospital visiting policies. While we are aware that 

national guidance has been sent out to all Boards via the CMO, and that 

all Boards have somewhere on their websites details around visiting 

arrangements, we would request that every Board reviews the visibility 

of this information on their websites and social media channels. I am 

concerned that some families will assume that the current visiting 

restrictions apply across the board, and are not aware of the exemptions 

for specific situations, which includes one parent or guardian being able 

to visit paediatric inpatients and neonates.  

  

 Tyˆ Ystumllwynarth/Oystermouth House   comisiynyddplant.cymru  
Llys Siarter/Charter Court, Phoenix Way  

 Abertawe/Swansea SA7 9FS  childrenscommissioner.wales  
01792 765600  

 post@comisiynyddplant.cymru    
 post@childrenscommissioner.wales   

Comisiynydd Plant 
Cymru  

Children’s 
Commissioner for 
Wales  
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2. Clarity and visibility of contact details for CAMHS services and the CALL 

helpline. I am concerned that, while CAMHS teams across Wales are 

managing to continue to provide their core services, children and young 

people’s ordinary referral pathways may not be available to families and 

professionals in the same way as before (i.e. through school, GP visits, 

youth services etc.), and therefore children and young people are not 

being ‘picked up’ in the way they would have been before. This is true for 

both existing service users and new referrals. I therefore would like to 

request that the availability of CAMHS services is made clearer through 

websites and social media channels, targeting both families and 

professionals.  

  

I would be very grateful for your assistance in reviewing your current publicfacing 

communications channels to see what more can be done to ensure these issues 

are well advertised to families so that they understand that they are able to visit 

their children in hospital, and that CAMHS services remain operational.  

  

I would like to request that you also consider how children and young people 

would experience accessing information, and whether your communications are 

child-friendly. From our own research we have found that while some Health 

Board websites were easier to navigate than others from an adult perspective in 

terms of finding information on visiting policies and CAMHS, some had no 

information about CAMHS at all, and none of the websites are child-friendly. I 

would therefore urge you to consider how you can improve the visibility of 

services from the perspective of a child or young person, through both your 

website and other communications channels.  

    

I wanted to also just remind you that we have set up an Information Hub on our 

website for children and young people, and their parents. We have included a 

range of age appropriate advice and guidance, some learning resources, fun 

activities and also a FAQs section. We are updating the content daily and we’d 

welcome any suggestions or feedback from your communications staff on what 

we can include. If you have any useful resources, particularly those aimed 

specifically at children and young people, we’d be happy to include links to these 

on our website. We’d also invite you to share this information via your own social 

media and communications channels, so that information for children and young 

people is being widely shared.   

  

  

 
Comisiynydd Plant 
Cymru  

Children’s 
Commissioner for 
Wales  
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https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/coronavirus/   

  

https://www.complantcymru.org.uk/coronafeirws/   

  

We’ve also ensured that our Investigation and Advice service remains operational 

during this time. All of our staff are working from home and have telephone and 

email contact. Your staff or families in your locality can email 

advice@childcomwales.org.uk or contact us on 07507 648245 or 07794 123132. 

We are continuing to offer advice to children and young people, parents and 

carers and also professionals. Where we are unable to address specific queries, 

we are raising these directly with Welsh Government officials, on a weekly basis 

or on the day if the issue is urgent. If your staff are finding it difficult to find 

answers to particular questions, particularly relating to national policy and 

guidelines, please do feed them through to my team and we’ll endeavour to raise 

these on your behalf.   

  

Thank you once again for everything you are doing at this time.   

  

  

Kind regards,  

  

  
  

Sally Holland  

Children’s Commissioner for Wales  

 

  

Pack Page 51

https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/coronavirus/
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/coronavirus/
https://www.complantcymru.org.uk/coronafeirws/
https://www.complantcymru.org.uk/coronafeirws/


Aled Roberts 
Comisiynydd y Gymraeg 
Welsh Language Commissioner 

01/02 

Dear Eluned 

Welsh language mental health Services 

Congratulations to you on your new responsibilities in the areas of mental 
health and well-being. Due to the range of your fields of work I hope that 
extending your responsibilities will lead to an increase in the provision of mental 
health support and services available through the medium of Welsh for people 
of all ages.  

Over recent years in particular I have become aware of shortcoming in mental 
health services for children and young people and older people alike. In 2018 
the Children, Young People and Education Committee highlighted the lack of 
mental health services for children and young people in Welsh in Mind over 
Matter report.1 In the same year Meri Huws, my predecessor as Welsh 
Language Commissioner, also published a report on Welsh speakers’ dementia 
care in conjunction with Alzheimer's Society Cymru.2 The report highlighted a 
number of areas for improvement so that Welsh speakers could access 
dementia services in Welsh and included recommendations for the Welsh 
Government and a number of other bodies. I was saddened however that in its 
recently published National review of care homes for people living with 

1
 https://senedd.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld11522/cr-ld11522-e.pdf 

2

http://www.comisiynyddygymraeg.cymru/Cymraeg/Rhestr%20Cyhoeddiadau/Adroddiad%20de
mentia%20a'r%20Gymraeg.pdf 

Eluned Morgan MS 
Minister for Mental Health, Wellbeing and Welsh Language 
Welsh Government 
Gohebiaeth.Eluned.Morgan@llyw.cymru 

13/11/20 

CYPE(5)-28-20 - Paper to note 6

Pack Page 52

Agenda Item 3.6



 02/02 

 

dementia Care Inspectorate Wales3 identified similar gaps in services for Welsh 
speakers. It is not acceptable that vulnerable Welsh speakers are put at a 
disadvantage when accessing dementia services if they are not available in 
their language of choice, and in some instances their only language. 

Following the publication of the report on Welsh Speakers’ Dementia Care a 
task and finish group was established to oversee the implementation of the 
report's recommendations. The constraints of the recent pandemic have meant 
that the group has been unable to meet recently but will meet in early 2021. The 
Minister for Health and Social Services agreed to provide an update on the 
report's many recommendations for the task and finish group finish. I enclose 
correspondence from him detailing those points. I understand of course that the 
events of recent months may have delayed the Government’s work in this area 
but I look forward to receiving an update on these recommendations. Beyond 
that, I very much hope that we can work together to ensure that an increase in 
mental health services is available to Welsh speakers in tandem of course with 
an increase in Welsh speakers and opportunities to use Welsh. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
Aled Roberts     
Welsh Language Commissioner  
 
Enc.  
 
Cc:  Sue Phelps, Wales Director, Alzheimer’s Society Cymru 

Sioned Rees, Welsh Government 
Bethan Webb, Welsh Government  
Chair, Dementia Oversight, Implementation and Impact Group 
Chair, Cross Party Group on Dementia 
 

                                            
3
 https://careinspectorate.wales/national-review-care-homes-people-living-

dementia?_ga=2.87947352.1310650015.1605199048-428815351.1586445275 
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Vaughan Gething AC/AM 
Y Gweinidog Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol  
Minister for Health and Social Services 

 

Bae Caerdydd • Cardiff Bay 
Caerdydd • Cardiff 

CF99 1NA 

Canolfan Cyswllt Cyntaf / First Point of Contact Centre:  
0300 0604400 

Gohebiaeth.Vaughan.Gething@llyw.cymru 
                Correspondence.Vaughan.Gething@gov.wales 

 
Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg.  Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd 
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.  
 
We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh.  Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding 
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.   

Ein cyf/Our ref VG/00636/20 
 
Aled Roberts & Sue Phelps 
Welsh Language Commissioner & Alzheimer's Society 
 
Cerian.Davies@cyg-wlc.cymru 

 
17 March 2020 

  
 
Dear Aled & Sue, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 19 February regarding the Welsh Speakers’ Dementia Care 
Report.  
 
I note your request for further information and updates in relation to the progress with 
implementing the recommendations for Welsh Government. Specific updates on current 
work are incorporated below.  As we further implement these recommendations we are 
happy to provide further updates to the task and finish group every six months. My officials 
will be in touch with Huw Owen and Lowri Williams to establish arrangements.  
 
Recommendations 3-5:  
 
Regional Partnership Boards (RPB) are requested to ensure that Welsh Language needs 
are embedded within all services and projects that are supported through the Integrated 
Care Fund (ICF). End of year reports for the ICF will be provided to the Dementia Oversight 
Implementation and Impact Group (DOIIG) capturing 2019/20 activity and we will ensure 
that there is a focus in reporting how Welsh Language Needs are met in this context. We 
will also ensure that you have sight of this information when it is prepared.  
  
I am also aware that Catrin Redknap from the Knowledge and Analytical Research Team 
recently met with Aled to update on progress with current research projects. Linkages have 
been made across research and ongoing evaluations in relation to the provision of Welsh 
language services.  
 
Recommendation 6: 
 
Since the last update provided, officials continue to work with an expert group on Welsh 
language tests and assessments. The group comprises researchers and practitioners from 
the NHS and social care and was established to explore the translation of assessments into 
the Welsh language, using evidence around the living language to develop a series  of 
standardised tools relevant to cognitive assessment for people across the ranges of age 
and impairment whose preferred (or only) language is Welsh.  This is currently being 
scoped into a research proposal.  
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Recommendation 7:  
 
Officials are working with the forums and the national platform to agree a way forward. I 
have asked that they keep you updated on progress. 
 
Recommendation 9 - 10 
 
The Dementia Allied Health Practitioner post holder came into post in January and therefore 
we are at the early stages of this work. We have ensured that she is sighted on the report 
recommendations and this will inform her work moving forward. We have made provision 
within the budget to enable an administrative / support function for this post, which is likely 
to be an administrative post.  
 
At present we do not intend to create a separate post within the clinical field but as we 
progress with the implementation of the Dementia Action Plan we will keep this under 
review.  
 
Recommendation 13:  
 
In addition to the update provided for recommendations 3-5, we are also working on the 
development of care standards, which will be discussed at the next DOIIG meeting. We will 
ensure that the provision of Welsh Language is fully considered in these discussions and 
share progress on this work in future update reports.   
 
Recommendation 14:  
 
As highlighted we currently have two evaluations ongoing in relation to More Than Just 
Words and the Dementia Action Plan, therefore we are not proposing an additional piece of 
work at this time but will review the need for this work once we are aware of the outcomes 
from the current work strands.  
  
I welcome the opportunity to provide you this update and look forward to continuing to work 
with you to progress the work in improving dementia services for Welsh speakers.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 

Vaughan Gething AC/AM 
Y Gweinidog Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol  
Minister for Health and Social Services 
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